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A special thank you to the elected and appointed officials for 

dedicating time and effort towards making the Gurnee Fire 

Department a model of excellence. 
 

Village of Gurnee 
 

 Mayor Kristina Kovarik 

 Administrator Pat Muetz 

 Trustees Jeanne Balmes 

  Greg Garner 

  Thomas Hood 

  Stephen Park 

  Cheryl Ross 

  Don Wilson 
   

Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
 

 President Phillip DeRuntz 

 Vice Pres/Treasurer Martin Klauber 

 Secretary Brian Wattleworth 
 

Civil Service Commission 
 

 Chairwoman Lori Hubbartt 

 Members Ty Bonds 

  Gretchen Neddenriep 
 

Chaplains 
 

 Rev. Ray Clennon Rev. Fred C. Pesek 



Guiding 

Principles 

 

Gurnee Fire Department 

Vision 

Mission 

The primary mission 
of the Gurnee Fire 

Department is to provide a 
variety of services designed to 

protect the lives and property of 
the community we serve, by 

providing prompt and professional 
services in the event of fire, medical 

emergencies and disasters or any other event 
which may threaten the public welfare. 

To be recognized by our 
community and employees 
as: a model of excellence in 
providing services through 

education, prevention, and mitigation; 
a department that is synonymous with 
the term leadership; a department that 

fosters an environment of involvement, trust 
and cohesion; a department responsive to the 

needs and concerns of the community. 

We believe we exist to help 
people; in respect for all 

people; that people are our most 
important asset; that continuous 

improvement is accomplished one step 
at a time; and to do what is best for the 

people we protect. 



It is my great honor to present to you the Gurnee Fire Department’s Annual Report for 2013. 
 

As a team, all members of the department provided their input in one capacity or 

another to reflect on the significant accomplishments of this past year.  I 

acknowledge all of our members who continue to serve the Gurnee and Warren-

Waukegan Fire Protection District community with continued honor, pride and 

professionalism. 
 

During this past year, our department responded to 5,551 total calls for service.  

Of that, 1,950 calls were fire in nature while 3,601 were medical in nature.  The to-

tal calls for the department was up 97 calls over last year.  While not responding 

to emergency requests, our personnel maintained a busy schedule committed to 

sustaining our core services and vital programs demonstrated through public ed-

ucation and proactive community outreach.  Installing car seats and smoke detec-

tors, conducting blood pressure screenings, coordinating Life Source Community Blood Drives and teaching 

CPR demonstrate our department’s value beyond demand-based responses. 
 

We continued our focus on pursuit of project funding and partnerships.  We were successful in obtaining 

federal grant assistance providing Fire and Life Safety books and videos for all our Public Schools and the 

Public Library; KeyLime Cove Community Days provided funding to support the purchase and installation of 

CO/NO2 detection/monitoring systems at both fire stations for the health and safety of our citizens and per-

sonnel; the business community supported over 16,000 pieces of educationally sound public education ma-

terials for our school children; coordinated the donation and purchase of “My Medical Info” packets with 

three Health Systems for all Lake County Fire/EMS/Rescue organizations; and the Warren Township High-

way Department assisted with the expansion of our citizens Medical Knox Box program. 
 

There are many challenges ahead of our organization.  But if we face them together as a team with the posi-

tive attitude and the determination to succeed that each of you possess, we will accomplish our mission of 

protecting the lives and property of the community we serve with prompt and professional services. 
 

I thank all the GFD employees that oversee an area of responsibility and those that contribute their articles 

to this report.  A special thanks to the Annual Report Committee for collectively putting it all together.  I ex-

tend my gratitude to our Mayor, Trustees of the Village of Gurnee, Trustees of the Warren-Waukegan Fire 

Protection District, the Village Administrator and the citizens we serve each day.  Thank you for your sup-

port! 
 

 

Yours in Safety and Protection, 

Fred N. Friedl III, CFO 

Fire Chief 



FM Brad Lambert, Lt Andy Wienckowski, FM Jim Wilson, BC Bob Her-

aver,, Lt Bill Burkhart, FM Mike Smith, Lt Bob Szczerba, FM Mike 

Swiontek, FM Kenny Celada, FM Bob Davidson, FM Keith Hazelwood 

Missing: FM Hank Chamberlain, FM Bryan LaManna, FM 

Scott Rans, FM Larry Sobczak, FM Matt Sondej 



FM Leon Lake, FM John Drinkall, BC John Skillman, FM Carl Szen-

tendrei, FM Carlos Rivera, FM Brandon Roberts, FM John Rikje, FM Dana 

Mulgano, FM Bill Heuer, Lt David Douglass, FM Austin Malinski, LT Scott 

DePauw 

Missing:  FM Ben Friel, FM Mark Kulczycki 



FM John McNeill, FM Tim Steffens, FM Frank Grgas, FM Pat 

Archambault, FM Joe Olsen, Lt Joe Arnold, Lt Heath Graham, BC 

Jim Pellitteri, LT Jim Gramer, Lt Gary Miller, FM Jeremy Hagstrom, 

FM Tony Roberts, FM Chris Koehn, FM Ryan Lee, FM Nick Perry 



Standing L to R: AA Rosalinda Kucharski, FI Katie Sellnow, FI Steve Odden, FI Tammie 

Hilliard, Chief Fred Friedl, FM Tom Keefe.  Seated: Sec Pat DePerte, DC John Kavanagh 



Gurnee Firefighters host Blood Drive  

The Gurnee Firefighters with Life Source 

hosted a Blood Drive on Friday, January 

18th from 1 PM to 7 PM at Fire Station No. 

2.  Thirty (30) donations were needed to 

participate in future Lake County Fire-

fighter Blood Donor’s Challenges.  A total 

of thirty-five (35) donations were recorded!  

Congratulations to all participants and 

Thank you to Fire Lieutenant Dave 

Douglass and Firemedic Tim Steffens for 

coordinating this event.  

Lake County Call Volume  
A total of Thirty-two (32) Fire Rescue EMS organizations 

from Lake County reported their 2013 call totals.  The GFD 

increased by 97 for a total of 5,551.  The GFD remained 

the second busiest in Lake County only to Waukegan Fire 

with a total of 10,312.  The GFD responds from two (2) Fire 

Stations with a total of 45 sworn fire fighters compared to 

Waukegan Fire responding from five (5) Fire Stations with 

a total of 117 sworn fire fighters.  



TMC Chili 

Cook-off  

On Sunday, February 17th the GFD had the 

opportunity to attend and judge at the Chili 

Cook-off fundraiser sponsored by the Teen 

Mother Choices (TMC) at the Gurnee Com-

munity Church.  

Oath of Office  

On Monday, Feb-
ruary 18, 2013, the 
Department wel-
comed a new Fire 
Fighter / Para-
medic, Kenny 
Celada.   

2013 Blue & Gold 
Banquet  

Gurnee Mayor Kristina Kovarik and Chief Fred Friedl both attended Cub 
Scout Pack 627 Blue & Gold Banquet on Sunday, February 10th held at the 
Woodland Middle School.  The Mayor and Fire Chief were one of many 
special guests invited to attend the program.  Special Congratulations to 
all the Webelos 2 Scouts that crossed over to Boy Scouts! 



Village and Fire Protection District Recognized!  
On Wednesday, March 6th both the Village of Gurnee and the Warren Waukegan 

Fire Protection District were recognized by the Illinois Fire Inspectors Association, 

Fire Chiefs Association, Fire Sprinkler Coalition and Northern Illinois Fire Sprin-

kler Advisory Board for “following FEMA’s America’s Burning Report Guidelines 

for the Protection of Citizens and FEMA’s Firefighter Life Safety Summit Recom-

mendations for the protection of Firefighters by adopting and preserving progres-

sive residential fire sprinkler codes for single family homes following NFPA’s 13D 

Standards”.  In attendance during award presentations were Fire District President 

Phillip DeRuntz, Fire Chief Fred N. Friedl, Fire Marshal Tom Keefe and Fire In-

spector Steve Odden.  

GFD maintains an ISO Public 

Protection Classification 3  

On March 25th our Mayor Kristina M. Kovarik was notified 
that the Insurance Services Office had concluded its review of 
the fire suppression features provided by the Gurnee Fire De-
partment and the resulting community classification is a Class 
3.  This classification is significant since ISO has determined 
that the Village and Fire District are no longer considered a 
“split class”, the single classification of a 3 now applies to all 
properties receiving protection from the Gurnee Fire Depart-
ment. 



GFD looks to Business Community for 
Public Education support  

In an effort to keep our young children safe we con-

tinue our commitment to fire safety and burn pre-

vention education.  Last year with the support of our 

business community and the National Fire Safety 

Council the GFD coordinated and distributed over 

16,000 pieces of educationally sound fire safety ma-

terials geared to preschool and elementary age chil-

dren in our area.  Shortly, the National Fire Safety 

Council will be mailing letters to our local businesses 

and professional leaders seeking support for 2013. 



Lake County 
Fire  

SAFETY EXPO  

The Fire Safety EXPO that was held on Saturday, May 18th at 
Gurnee Mills Parking Lot E (near Value City Furniture) was a tre-
mendous success. Gurnee Mills Manager Randy Ebertowski esti-
mated the crowd at just over 4,000. Over 28 pieces of Fire / Res-
cue apparatus were on-site during the EXPO.  This included six (6) 
specialized pieces of equipment and four (4) Antique Fire Appa-
ratus.  Gurnee Public Works demonstrated how their Vac-Truck 
would assist Lake / McHenry County Trench Technicians during a 
trench rescue. Members of the Lake County Fire Chief’s Public Edu-
cation Committee provided a day of family fun and public fire safe-
ty education.  Other events during the day included the Kids Chal-
lenge, Kids fire pole, Fire Truck rides, Specialized Response Team 
(SRT) events and a Fire Sprinkler Side by Side demonstration. The 
2014 Fire Safety EXPO has been scheduled for Saturday, May 17, 
2014.  

Touch-A-Truck  

The Family Fun Day “Touch-A-

Truck” Event on Friday, May 

10th at the Hunt Club Park soc-

cer fields provided families an 

opportunity to sit behind the 

wheel of not only a Fire Truck 

and Ambulance, but also vehicles 

from our Police Department, Public Works, Park District, 

Warren Township Highway Department, Sheriff’s Office 

and many more!    Events such as these provide an opportuni-

ty for our personnel to interact with our residents providing 

them with fire safety information. 

Grant has been 
completed. Books 
and supplies are be-
ginning to arrive at 
all the schools and 
to the department. 

Spaulding Principal  
reaches new heights  

Firemedic Rans and Davidson 
to be honored  

On Saturday, May 4, 2013 Firefighter Paramedics Scott 
Rans and Robert Davidson were playing softball at a Park 
District field in Waukegan, Illinois.  During the game, an ap-
proximately 45 year old male collapsed at a nearby field.  
Firemedic Rans and Davidson saw the commotion and ran 
over to offer assistance.  On their arrival, they determined 
the patient to be pulse-less and not breathing.  They initiated 
CPR and requested an AED.  With their prompt assessment 
and intervention, Firemedic Scott Rans and Robert Davidson 
saved this man’s life.   



Firemedic Commendation! 

On Friday, June 7th a single Engine was dis-
patched to a vehicle fire at 32377 RT. 21.  
During response, Gurnee Dispatch received ad-
ditional information that the vehicle had in-
volved a three story residential structure with a 
person trapped inside.  The response was imme-
diately upgraded to a structural response fol-
lowed by a Working Still Alarm.  Upon arrival 
of Engine 1322, the Fire Lieutenant and jump 
man proceed to pull hand lines to control the 
vehicle and structure fire.  Engineer / Firemed-
ic Pat Archambault set his pump providing wa-
ter / foam to his crew then on his own proceed-
ed to carry and raise a ladder performing a 
rescue of a victim from the second floor.  A let-
ter of Commendation was placed in Firemedic Archambault’s files 
for his heroic and outstanding performance. 

Gurnee Firefighters 
host 2nd Blood Drive  

The Gurnee Firefighters with Life Source 

hosted their second Blood Drive on Satur-

day, June 15th from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. at our 

Fire Station No. 2. There were a total of 

twenty-nine (29) participants including our 

Mayor Kristina M. Kovarik and husband, fire 

department members and citizens.  A future 

date will be scheduled.  Thank you to all 

that participated!  



Thanks to Fire-

medic Matt 

Sondej and Jen-

nifer Sondej for 

coordinating the 

Gurnee Fire De-

partments par-

ticipation in the 

Woodland Wish-

es auction.  This year 9-year olds Mason Tokarz and Mor-

gan Tokarz were the official auction winners thanks to 

their parents.  The Tokarz family along with friend Nich-

olas Anderson were able to enjoy a pizza lunch with the 

firefighters, tour of Fire Station No. 2 along with a ride 

in Rescue Engine 1312. 

The GFD and GPW 

join to start a new 

program. 

Adopt-A-Hydrant 



The Exchange Club of 

Gurnee and Gurnee Fire 

Department Awards Task 

Force is pleased to an-

nounce that Firemedic 

Frank Grgas has been se-

lected as the 2012 Gurnee 

Fire Employee of the 

Year. 



Chief  Friedl helped at the: 





Northwestern Lake Forest 

Hospital recognized the 

exemplary efforts of local 

first responders at its an-

nual “A Cut Above” 

Award Ceremony held at 

the hospital’s health edu-

cation center on Friday, 

November 1, 2013. 

With 627 certificates of completion in hand, members of the GFD hosted 4th grade stu-
dents at Woodland Intermediate School on Thursday, 
November 21, 2013. GFD personnel provide fire safety 
programs for Preschool, Kindergarten, First, Second 
and Third grades. The goal is to bring all the elements 
of our fire safety program together in the Fourth 
grade where students are responsible to draw up 
their homes showing doors and windows with an es-
cape route. 



On December 11th at Lake 

County Fire Chiefs meeting, 

Retired Chief Sam Dada was 

presented with his 60 Year 

Service Pin from the Illinois 

Fire Chiefs Association. 



As Recognized by the Village of Gurnee 
 

35 years 
 

Lt. Gary Miller 
 

 

 

20 Years 
 

Battalion Chief Jim Pellitteri 

Lt. Joe Arnold 

FF/PM Hank Chamberlain 
 

 

 

15 Years 
 

FF/PM Larry Sobczak 

FF/PM Jim Wilson 
 

 

 

10 years 
 

FF/PM Bob Davidson 

FF/PM Bryan LaManna 

FF/PM Ryan Lee 

FF/PM Austin Malinski 

As Recognized by the Fire Department 
 

30 years 
 

Lt. Bill Burkhart 
 

 

25 Years 
 

FF/PM Brad Lambert 

 

 

20 years 
 

Lt. Joe Arnold 

Lt. Jim Gramer 

FF/PM Hank Chamberlain 
 

 

15 years 
 

FF/PM Mike Kuzmicki 

 
 

10 years 
 

FF/PM Bob Davidson 

Fire Inspector Katie Sellnow 

 



A plaque commending Firemedics Scott Rans and Robert Da-

vidson was presented on behalf of our Mayor and Depart-

ment for their outstanding performance at a Waukegan Park 

District field for saving the life of a 45 year old male on May 

4, 2013.. 

A letter of commendation 

was placed in Firemedic Pat 

Archambault’s file for his he-

roic and outstanding perfor-

mance on June 7, 2013 at a 

vehicle fire at 32377 Illinois 

Route 21. 

 

The Exchange Club of Gurnee and 

Gurnee Fire Department Awards Task 

Force is pleased to announce that 

Firemedic Frank Grgas has been se-

lected as the  

”2012 Gurnee Fire ”2012 Gurnee Fire ”2012 Gurnee Fire    

Employee of the Employee of the Employee of the 

Year”Year”Year” 



Bureau Activities 

Acceptance Tests       73 

Alarm Problem Checks     621 

Assist Inspector       18 

Burn Permits         8 

Complaint Investigations       38 

Final Inspect/Re-inspect     457 

Fire Drills       27 

Fire Investigations       20 

Firework Permits         6 

Inspections—Village 2,256 

Inspections—District     330 

Knox Box Checks     124 

Meetings/Consultations     294 

Plan Reviews     456 

Public Education     101 

Re-inspections     919 

Total Activity 5,792 

 

Public Education Hours    500 

Training Hours    216 

Permit Fees Collected $30,263 

 

Fire Investigations 

Quantity -  20 

Loss -  $1,516,800 

Breakdown of Fire 

Investigations 

 Arson 

Candle 

Car 

Cooking 

Dryer 

Electrical 

Equipment Malfunction 

Grill (Too close to garage) 

Heating Equipment 

Spontaneous Combustion 

Undetermined 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

20 

$11,000 

$195,000 

$113,000 

$30,000 

$5,000 

$31,300 

$153,000 

$28,000 

$6,500 

$10,000 

$934,000 

$1,516,800 

 

Of These 20 Fires….. 

3 (15%) were in commercial buildings 

17 (85%) were in residential buildings 

————————————————————————— 

8 (40%) were in the Village of Gurnee 

12 (60%) were in the Warren-Waukegan Fire Pro-

tection District 



Station 1, 3288, 59%

Station 2, 2263, 41%
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